
The Incident

Was the fatality due to a soil collapse?

74%

26%

yes no



The Incident

Did the employer identify the soil type?

41%

59%

yes no



The Incident

83%

17%

yes no

Was the soil type identified in the case file?



The Incident

5%
15%

5%

75%

Shoring Benching/Sloping Trench Box None

Protective systems used by the employer:



The Incident

The protective measure in this fatality 
was:

25%

10%
65%

Improperly used Available but not in use Not available



The Incident

Fatalities due to something other than a 
cave-in:

78%

22%

Struck by Caught Between



The Incident

What the employee was doing at the 
time of the incident:

58%

4%

15%

4%

19%

Installing pipe Repairing underground utilities
Engaged in hand/shovel work in trench Operating equipment
Other



The Incident

Employee's age:

4%

30%

27%

31%

8%

16 -19 20 - 29 30 - 39 40 - 59 60+



The Incident

Where was the employee born?

45%

55%

U.S. Other



The Incident

Was the employee Hispanic?

52%

48% yes no



The Incident

Employee's primary language:

53%

47% English

Spanish



The Incident

Employee's employment status:

90%

10%

Hourly Owner



The Incident

Employment duration:

6%

22%

22%

39%

11%

< 1 week 2 weeks to 6 months 7 - 12 months
5 years or more Unknown



The Incident

Employee's occupation:

54%

8%

38%

Construction Laborer Plumber/Pipe Fitter Other



The Employer

Employer Type:

38%

58%

4%

General Contractor Subcontractor Other



The Employer

Employer's contract amount:

29%

24%

47%

$10K to 49K $50K to $99K $100K or greater



The Employer

Years in business:

6% 6%
6%

82%

Less than 1 year 1 - 4 years 5 - 9 years 10 + years



The Employer

Total number of employees employed by 
the employer:

28%

20%
12%

24%

16%

< 5 5 to 9 10 to 19 20 to 49 more than 50



The Employer

Did the employer have a written safety 
and health program?

48%

52%
yes no



The Employer

Did the employer's safety and health 
program cover trenching?

42%

58%

yes no



The Employer

The employer is a: 

92%

8%

Non-Union Employer Union Employer



The Employer

Did the employer provide trench safety 
training?

38%

62%

yes no



The Worksite

Depth of trench:

8%

69%

19%
4%

< 5' 5' - 9' 10' - 14' 15' - 19'



The Worksite

Total duration of construction project: 

33%

28%

22%

17%

Days Weeks Months Years



The Worksite

Were environmental conditions a 
contributing factor?

32%

68%

yes no



The Worksite

Was this a multiple employer worksite? 

62%

38%

Yes No



The Worksite

Did the case file reflect that schedule 
time was more important than safety? 

8%

92%

Yes No



The Worksite

Total number of workers onsite on the 
day of the fatality:

65%

27%

4% 4%

< 5 5 to 9 10 to 19 20 to 49



The Worksite

Primary source of project funding:

61%10%

29%

Private State Government Local Government



Additional Taskforce Questions

Was the employer previously inspected by 
OSHA? 

22%

78%

Yes No



Additional Taskforce Questions

Was the employer previously cited for a 
trenching violation? 

19%

81%

Yes No



Additional Taskforce Questions

Was the worksite located in metro or 
rural area? 

48%

52%

Metro Rural



Additional Taskforce Questions

Was the worksite a residential home?

30%

70%

yes no



Additional Taskforce Questions

Pipe diameter being installed:

45%

41%

14%

1" to 5" 6" to 10' > 10"



Additional Taskforce Questions

Was the competent person onsite at 
the time of the fatality?

13%

87%

yes no



Additional Taskforce Questions

What day of the week did the fatality 
occur?

38%

7%26%

22%

7%

Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday



Additional Taskforce Questions

Who was involved in the recovery?

84%

4%
12%

Local Fire Dept. Local Police Dept. EMT


